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From: Rhonda Van Lent

This morning Constable Neil Horn from Armstrong came to the Cove to talk about crime
prevention in our community. He works with Sergeant Caruth in Enderby who has been
handling our situation. Constable Horn is the RCMP liaison officer to the OKIB and Desert

Cove falls within the scope of his policing mandate.

He has reviewed all the files concerning the recent vandalism spree and did a drive through of
the Cove yesterday. He recognizes that the lower RV lot is much more vulnerable to crime
than the upper lot due to environmental factors such as easy access, low lighting and
isolation from the rest of the community. Constable Horn indicated that they are aware of
certain "hot spots" in our surrounding area. Along with OKIB community police, they do their
best to deal with criminal activity. Petty theft and crimes are often tied to drug addiction.
Individuals are looking for a quick, easy pick to fund their addiction. Any type of deterrent
helps - if breaking in is too difficult or risky, they will hopefully move on. Some of the

deterrents Constable Horn mentioned include:

1) Visual / video surveillance - the best way to identify a suspect is to get a clear image of
them. Install a security camera such as a game cam. He suggested the possibility of even
putting a camera on the interior of a trailer - which would likely get a clear picture of a

suspect's face if they break in. If a vehicle is involved, try to get a picture of the license plate.



Sometimes a neighbour's home security camera will capture the license.

2) Evidence - if your property has been damaged - don't touch it. Disturbing the evidence

renders it unusable in an investigation.

3) Record serial numbers on items so if they're stolen you have a better chance of recovering
them. The Constable also suggested adding an identifying mark to your items by using your

initials etc. to make them easier to identify.

4) Make your property unappealing and difficult to access for thieves. Motion sensor bright
lights (some solar models are reported to be very bright), heavy locks, sirens, security decals
and signs indicating video surveillance can serve as deterrents. Make it "too much work" to

break into.

5) Diligence - if you see anything or anyone suspicious, report it. If it's warranted, call 911,
otherwise use the non emergency police line. (250 545 7171). Use the "observe and report"

tactic versus directly approaching suspicious individuals.

6) Keep doors locked and where possible, remove anything of value.

Constable Horn acknowledges that none of these strategies will protect your property 100%

but they will give you some action steps to follow to be as proactive as possible.
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